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This is in further response to the Final Action dated June 4, 2004 in the above- 
identified application. 

A Reply to the Final Action was filed on August 4, 2004. In response to that 
Reply, the Examiner issued an Advisory Action, dated September 9, 2004, in which it 
was indicated that the Reply, which constituted a request for reconsideration, had been 
considered, but it did not place the application in condition for allowance. 

Applicants' Reply included proposed claim amendments. The Advisory Action 
does not indicate whether the claim amendments were entered or not entered. In a 
conference by telephone with the Examiner on December 1, 2004, the Examiner 
advised that the proposed claim amendments had not been entered. 

This submission includes claim amendments which are referenced in the listing 
of claims which begins on page 3 of this Submission, with the amendments being 
applicable to the claims that were filed in applicants' Reply, dated February 23, 2004, 
and not the claims that were filed with applicants' Reply, dated August 4, 2004, 
inasmuch as the amendments to the "August" claims were not entered, as mentioned 
above. Remarks begin on page 20 of this Submission. 
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